FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE          IOI
but when the Tsar Nicholas died, in March 1855,
it was believed that Russia would be anxious to
end the war. The new Tsar, Alexander II,
would not, however, agree to peace on the condi-
tions proposed by the allies, and the fighting,
which had languished, was resumed vigorously,
with little Sardinia on the side of the British and
French, At the beginning of June, a general
attack was ordered, and the allies won some
ground, but on the i8th of the month a further
assault was severely repulsed. Lord Raglan,
who had been in failing health, and on whom the
weight of his responsibilities hung heavily, died
on June aSth, and was succeeded by General
Simpson. He was no more capable than Lord
Raglan, and, when criticised by the Cabinet in
the autumn, he resigned his command in favour
of General Godrington.
From the beginning of her work in the East,
Florence had had the unfailing support and en-
couragement of Mr. and Mrs. Bracebridge. At
the end of July 1855, they returned to England,
owing to illness, and their departure was a sad
loss to her. For a time she had no one 00 whom
to rely for such staunch friendship as had been
given to bar by the Bracebridges, but their place
was soon afterwards taken by Florence's aunt,
Mai Smith. Aunt Mai proved a faithful friend,
and Florence needed one. For once agaia she
was overburdened with work, and the Barrack
Hospital was full to overflowing. At the begin-
ning of September the allies had attacked two